
LHS Charter Member Dies at 90 
Betty McMillen 

 
ESTELLA (BROWN) SOMMERVILLE 

 
   Estella Brown was born May 11, 
1920 and passed away February 
21, 2011. She was raised in 
Lakeside on her parent's "Brown's 
Egg Ranch." The little brown cot-
tage she was born in still stands at 
Oak Creek Road (near Palm Row 
Drive). The family home was on 
the Lakeside Historical Society's 
Holiday Home Tour in 2006, and 
Estella, the tour guide, proudly 
told folks about her life on the 

chicken ranch. Estella graduated from Grossmont High 
School in 1937. In 1997, Estella volunteered to be on the 
Lakeside Historical Society Reunion Committee. 
   Estella, Life Member 54, was a founding member of the 
Lakeside Historical Society and served as the President 
in 1990 and 1991. Ever since its inception in 1988, Estel-
la worked on the Historical Society's calendars research-
ing and finding old photographs of Lakesideôs events in 
the San Diego Historical Society's archives and Union 
Title archives and from local resident's photo books. She 
often brought the new year's calendars "hot off the press-
es" to the Home Town Reunion. They were great sellers 
to history buffs and were treasured collectibles. She also 
sat in front of Vons grocery store selling the calendars 
and telling folks about Lakesideôs history. 
   In 1998 she took on the task of recreating a rock monu-
ment which overlooked El Monte Valley, it had been 
placed there by Colonel Ed Fletcher commemorating the 
building of the El Capitan Dam in 1935. The monument, 
now next to the Lakeside Museum, was in bad condition 
so Estella enlisted the help of Ray Clemens Granite 
Works to carve a new one which was placed in El Monte 
County Park. Estella asked for the help of the Fletcher 
Family Foundation to help pay for the monument. She 
had been their family babysitter during her teen years.  
Supervisor, Dianne Jacob gave the dedication ceremo-
nies and the Fletcher family heirs were on hand for the 
commemoration. 
   Estella's parents were Berta and Anna Brown, her sib-
lings were Charles, Pearl and Roy. She was the mother 
of Sharon, Malonnie and Richard. A memorial service 
was held at the Mira Vista Mobile Estates in Lakeside 
where she lived for many years. Donations in her 
memory are gratefully being accepted by the Lakeside 
Historical Society.    
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President's Message 
Barbara Hogue 

 
   By the time you read this newsletter our Western Days 
Breakfast will be history for another year. The breakfast 
was a huge success, serving 224 people from 7am to 
10am, and made a profit of $1200! Many thanks to Janis 
Shackelford and her kitchen staff, who worked tirelessly 
to keep up with the cooking and serving that many peo-
ple in such a short time.  A great big THANK YOU also 
goes out to our generous sponsors, who with their contri-
butions made the Society produce revenue which is 
much needed and appreciated. 
   Did you see our float in the Parade?  If you lived in 
Lakeside and remember the Rocky Home Dairy on Win-
ter Gardens Blvd., youôll remember the cow on their roof. 
That cow now is a resident at the Lakeside Historical So-
ciety and with John Swinkôs help she had a makeover 
and is looking like new. She was the theme of the float 
with the Buckel family dressed in their Rocky Home Dairy 
uniforms waving proudly.  Thank you, Dixie Landsdowne 
and her staff for making this a wonderful float. 
   Our kitchen floor is completed and looks great.  As with 
any remodel, now the kitchen cabinets look pretty worn.  
John Swink has volunteered to refinish the cabinets. 
Thank you John! 
   With the changes made to our board we were left with-
out a Vice-President. It was suggested by the Board and 
voted at the general meeting last month that Dixie 
Landsdowne and Janis Shackelford be appointed interim 
Co-Vice Presidents until the end of the year. With their 
past experience being Presidents, I am very happy. 
   Diane Angus has volunteered to be the Chairman for 
our Heritage Day Luncheon on October 23, 2011. Prelim-
inary plans are being made at this time. Thank you Di-
ane! 
   Lee Bost and Donna Swink have volunteered to help 
Pennie McMahon with the upcoming weddings. This was 
a void left when Nida Padilla left. Thank you Lee and 
Donna! 
    Did you hear about our water bill?  We received a bill 
for $ 584,121.80. Our treasurer, Gordon Shackelford, 
quickly remediated the error with the Water District and 
put measures in place to prevent any such overdrafts 
from hitting our bank account. Can you imagine opening 
your water bill and seeing that amount? 
   Now that it is spring, itôs spring cleaning time. Keep in 
mind that the first week end in August we will be having a 
yard sale here at LHS. Your donations will be greatly ap-
preciated, but we do ask that you can hold your items  

(Continued on page 5) 



Thank you! Thank you! 
Dixie Lansdowne 

 
   Thanks to all of you who helped with 
the float for Western Days Parade. 
   A big thanks to Jim James and John 
Swink for making ñBetsyò look her very 
best. 
   Thanks to Jimmy Houk and Gary Lans-
downe for driving and escorting Betsy. 
   A big thank you to Tory (the Hawk) 
Rust for the use of his trailer. 
   Thank you Madison Lansdowne for 
helping your granny decorate. 
   Last but certainly not least, thanks to 
Harry and Joan Buckel and granddaugh-
ters Dawn and Sam for their participa-
tion. 
   Once again, we had a good time. 

2011 Western Days  
Breakfast Sponsors 

Janis Shackelford 
 
   In the March LHS newsletter, we 
asked members to help support the fund 
raising efforts of our volunteers by spon-
soring the cost of food for the Annual 
Western Days Breakfast.  The response 
was beyond generous.   
 

We send our heart felt thanks to: 
 

Ham 
Cathy and Bill Hansen 

 

Eggs 
Hilliker's Ranch Fresh Eggs 

 

Biscuits 
Joan Buckel 

 

Gravy 
Pennie McMahon 

 

Potato Patties 
Two Anonymous Potato Lovers 

 

O.J., Hot Chocolate & Milk 
The History Lady ï Jeanette Wray 

 

Event Sponsors 
Mark and Rhonda Turvey 

Majorie Smith 
Walter Kephart 
Lee Bost 

 

Thank You!! 
 
   Once again the Western Days Break-
fast was a resounding success.  We 
served a new record of 224 breakfasts!  
We actually quit serving about 9:35 AM 
since we ran out of items. 
   I wish to thank all the volunteers who 
helped with the set-up, cooking, and 
serving of the breakfast and most im-
portantly, cleanup of the church and 
kitchen: Susan Brown, Michelle Cole, 
Barbara Hogue, Dixie Lansdowne, Pen-
nie McMahon, Janice McMillan, Alan 
Mummert, Kathleen Mummert, Bobbie 
Pogue, Barbara Pruyne, Gay Reed, Ste-
ve Reed, Karen Stephens, Gordon 
Shackelford, Donna Swennes, Donna 
Swink, Margaret Tuitel. 

Thank you all! 

Jˉ˚iʟ Shaʫɲʮlf˛rʋ 

Motherõs Day, May 8
th

 

www.associatedcontent.com 
 
   Mother's Day is a great day to honor the woman who 
brought you into the world. It is a good time to celebrate 
everything great about moms. While most people cele-
brate this holiday, few people know the history behind it. 
   Mother's Day is thought to have begun in ancient 
Greece. Known as "mother worship," this festival to Cyb-
ele, a goddess who represented the fertility of earth, was 
held during the Vernal Equinox in Anatolia. Gifts were 
not given during this festival like they are doing our mod-
ern Mother's Day. 
   The holiday we know today was first established in 
1870 by Julia Ward Howe in Boston, Massachusetts. 
Howe made her Mother's Day Proclamation in hopes to 
inspire women pacifism. The early celebration of the hol-
iday was pushed forward by women's peace groups and 
those mothers who had lost sons in the Civil War. Less 
than seven years after her proclamation, Albion, Michi-
gan became the first city to observe the holiday. This 
observance began the tradition of celebrating Mother's 
Day on the second Sunday in May. It took many years 
before it was officially recognized. Several groups and 
individuals had campaigns to spread the world about 
Mother's Day. The federal government finally got the 
message and on May 14, 1914, Woodrow Wilson signed 
an official proclamation to make Mother's Day a national 
holiday. 

http://www.associatedcontent.com/article/220709/mothers_day_a_brief_history.html?cat=9


Early Modes of School Transportation in Lakeside 
Cathy Hansen 

 

   Boys and girls walked to school, yes 
there was a time when students walked, 
rain or shine, with their friends to arrive 
at their school. On the way to school 
they would toss a few rocks, watch the 
birds flying, spot a newly born calf in the 
field taking its first steps and sometimes 
find a beautiful wild flower to pick and 
take to their teacher.  

   Leda Hartung describes in Legends of 
Lakeside how she and her sister Ruth 
loved walking to school, especially when 
they reached the path by the beautiful 
cork elms. Fritz Hartung said their Red 
Mules Judy and Kit would take his sis-
ters Millie Hartung Digenan and Leda 
Hartung Dunlap to school and wait all 
day to bring them back home. Here are 
George and Ernie Head on KIT one of 
the Hartungôs Red Mules, (Circa 1920, 
Courtesy of Ellen Head).  

   Bill Kuhner told stories of when he walked from the Kuhnerôs homestead on El Cajon Mountain down through the Cap-
itan Grande Reservation to the El Capitan Grammar School (in Blossom Valley), he always carried a Bowie knife and 
Six-shooter to protect the other children from the wild animals. 

   When motored vehicles arrived for transporting students George Gibson recalls riding in Beaker's School Bus with its 
cloth top flapping in the wind, and the frequent breakdowns. Wellington Hoover transported many students from the Lak-
eview area. 

 

 

 

   In the Lakeview Grammar School Dis-
trict a few of the students rode in a cart 
pulled by a pony. Only a few got to ride, 
others would walk. This class photo 
shows the Lakeview students on Grad-
uation Day in 1918. Sophie Smith Cros-
thwaite born in Lakeside 1905 was the 
only 8th grade graduate. She is stand-
ing next to the teacher on the right side 
of the photo. Lillian Kelly donated this 
1918 class photo to the Lakeside His-
torical Society.  

Coming soon - ñOur First Schoolsó - A new publication by the Lakeside Historical Society  



Memorials 
 

   Generous donations from family and friends have 
been made in the loving memory of: 

 

Chris Clevenger 
Richard Smith 

Estella Sommerville 
Sylvia Sturges 

In Loving Memory 
 

JUNE ARLENE STABNOW-OSTROM, 87 
 
   June A. Ostrom passed away soundly March 21, 2011 
at Chase Care Center in El Cajon, CA, surrounded by her 
family. She was born June 1, 1923 in Marshall County, 
South Dakota, one of six children, to Clarence Stabnow 
and Ida Masters. As a young girl living on a Dakota farm, 
June loved to dance and looked back fondly on the times 
when she would travel mules in the wagon to go to the 
neighborsô houses for dances. She and her siblings 
would return home just in time to help their parents milk 
the cows in the morning. 
   Soon after graduating from Cogswell High School in 
North Dakota, June moved to Minneapolis, where she 
met her sole dancing partner Clarence ñRedò Ostrom and 
fell in love. They were married in 1946, and a few years 
and one newborn later, they opened a caf® and bar in Ft. 
Ripply, MN, called ñRedôs Place.ò In 1952, their search for 
adventure and warmer climate led them to San Diego, 
CA. In 1954, they bought ñBig Hill Ranchò in Lakeside, 
where they raised four beautiful daughters and lived for 
36 years. 
   June was an extremely creative and giving rose who 
loved her friends and family more than anything. She 
spent 39 years of her life volunteering with the Grossmont 
Hospital Auxiliary and made wonderful friends. She con-
stantly kept herself busy through creative pursuits, and 
took great pride in helping others. She lived a full life and 
had a tremendous heart. 
   She lives on through the live of her surviving daughters, 
Carol Quirin, Patti Harris, Judy Johnson (Charles), and 
Susan Baxter (Edward), her 9 grandchildren and 13 great
-grandchildren. She is precede in death by her husband 
Clarence ñRedò Ostrom, her young son Robert Ostrom, 
and her siblings Marie Makey, Sylvina Savey, Merle Stab-
now, Mavis Thayer, and Delwin Stabnow. 
   Donations can be made to the Grossmont Hospital 
Foundation, PO box 158, La Mesa, CA 91944. https://
www.sharp.com/grossmont-fondation/tribute.cfm 

Do You Celebrate May Day? 
www.essortment.com 

 
   This unofficial holiday was never and is still not really 
considered a holiday by most people in the United States. 
In fact, it is often overlooked completely. The reason for 
this is quite possibly the fact that it was not recognized by 
the Christian church in the earlier days. Some places, 
though, do hold annual parades and plan festive events 
to celebrate the end of the winter season as well as the 
beginning of spring. The town of Minneapolis which is 
located in the state of Minnesota, held their first May Day 
parade in the year of 1975. Part of the parade is said to 
be life-size puppets. The gala event is said to draw thou-
sands of people every year. 
   It is quite possible that May Day began a long time ago 
with the Druids and their custom of worshipping trees. 
But, the original May Day is thought to have started as 
part of the spring rituals which were celebrated in Europe 
before the Christians came to power. When the Chris-
tians abolished or changed the pagan holidays for their 
own use, May Day was completely left out. Since it was a 
celebration of spring as well as fertility rites, the Chris-
tians decided that they wanted no part of the illicit sexual 
activities which were commonly promoted.  
   This holiday was often symbolized by the colorful new 
growth of spring. It was an early tradition for the young-
sters of Europe to carry fresh flowers and boughs and to 
visit neighborhood houses. They would sing songs that 
commemorated the arrival of springtime too. People typi-
cally decorated their homes with fresh flowers, gren 
leaves, and tree branches. And, May Poles were a com-
mon sight on this holiday. Some considered the poles to 
represent the "tree of life." They were erected in the town 
squares in order to mark the presence of spring as well 
as the coming of summer when all of the trees, flowers, 
and crops would be growing heartily in the light of the 
golden sunshine. The May Poles were usually trees that 
had been cut down in the forests. The branches were 
removed, and the trees were then carried into town. 
Brightly colored ribbons were then attached to the tops of 
the trees. The youngsters took turns grabbing a ribbon 
and dancing around the poles as part of their May Day 
celebration. Some cultures believed that the winding of 
the ribbons around the May Poles was an attempt at 
helping Nature remain in balance after the long, cold win-
ter, and continue its plush green growth cycle. The 
youngsters would wind the ribbons together in a colorful 
pattern. The youngsters also held an annual election in 
which they selected a May Day King and Queen who 
were then supposed tp preside over the day's events.  
   In conclusion, it is interesting to note that May Day's 
significance has since lost its appeal to most people over 
the years. Since many Americans, especially the ones 
who are subjected to cold, snowy winters, are struck with 
"Spring Fever," you would think it would be celebrated 
more vigorously in the United States, especially in the 
Northern region. 

http://www.sharp.com/grossmont-fondation/tribute.cfm
http://www.essortment.com/may-day-history-65178.html


MAY 2011   

Birthdays  
 

     01   Diane E. York 
     01   Linda McGue 

     02   Floyd ñArtò Wilkinson 
     02   Farrie Ann Nichols 
     03   Penelope Anderson 

     06   Ed Grobarek 
     07   Lela Board 

     08   Sue Ellen Strickler 
     09   Rose Collins 
     09   Calvin C. Bowman, Jr. 

     10   Pruella Holden 
     10   Gregory Eichelberger 

     10   John Sandoval 
     11   Barbara Meloche 
     11   Charles Goodwin 

     13   Ferlyn Romero 
     14   Paul Rosenberger 

     14   Charles W. Brown, Jr. 
     15   Elizabeth Clifford 
     16   Mike Kaszuba 

     16   Patricia Ellwood 
     16   Dorothy Radell 

     18   Don E. Hickle 
     19   Terry Puhn-Clark 

     20   Len J. Buckel 
     20   Jeannie R. Ford 
     20   Tina K. Brady 

     21   Verma Smiley 
     21   M. Gale Ruffin 

     23   Jim Woodward 
     24   Michelle Braun 
     25   Daniel Evans 

     25   Joan Kouns 
     25   Janice Malm 

     26   Natalie A Mates 
     26   Debbie Galusha 
     27   Elizabeth White 

     27   Christine Herzog 
     28   Lee Hibdon 

     28   Martha Hess 
     28   Marjorie Smith 

     29   Josephine Savage 
     29   Larry Taylor 
     29   Shay Smith 

     31   James J. Schiller 
     31   B. C. McElree 

     31   Rex E. Anderson, Jr. 

Anniversaries  
 

     01   Cheryl & Daniel Chelius 
?? years 

     01   Mary & Henry G. Herms, Jr. 
43 years 

     01   Bonnie & Jack Ross  

10 years 
     03   Betty & Elden ñFritzò Hartung 

58 years 
     04   Peg & Calvin Bowman, Jr. 

37 years 

     05   Stacy & Richard Hensle 
?? years 

     05   Cindy & Vincent Sullivan 
11 years 

     07   Nichola & Marc Callaway 

23 years 
     09   Molly & Paul Burton 

47 years 
     11   Janice & Tracy Malm 

20 years 

     12   Camille & Ron Nielson 
44 years 

     13   Joy & Robert Wray 
22 years 

     17   Patricia & Dan Heyden 
?? years 

     19   Ruth & Leroy ñCokeò Foster 

32 years 
     21   Lois & Gary Rattray 

34 years 
     22   Jerry & Donald Thompson 

12 years 

     24   Rose & Maxwell Collins 
68 years 

     24   Betty & Rod McMillen 
52 years 

     27   McDonaldôs of Lakeside 

20 years 
     29   Wal-Mart Store #01 -22531 

15 years 
     30   Esther & Normand P. Croteau 

13 years 
     30   Colleen & ñSandyò Anderson 

12 years 

 

womenshistory.about.com 
 
   While Veterans' Day in November is to honor all those 
who served their nation in war, Memorial Day is primari-
ly to honor those who died in military service. This all-
American holiday has its roots in the practice of women 
of decorating the graves of their loved ones who had 
died in the Civil War, and was originally also called Dec-
oration Day. Memorial Day was celebrated on May 30 
after 1868; since 1971 it is celebrated on the last Mon-
day in May, though a few states have kept to the May 
30 date. 
   Commander in Chief John A. Logan of the Grand Ar-
my of the Republic issued the 1868 proclamation declar-
ing the first Decoration Day. He credited his wife, Mary 
Logan, with the suggestion for the commemoration. But 
the idea had its roots in the decoration of the graves of 
Civil War dead by women, going back at least to 1864. 
   On April 25, 1866, in Columbus, Mississippi, a wom-
en's association decorated the graves of both Union and 
Confederate soldiers. In a nation trying to find a way to 
move on after a war that split the country, states, com-
munities and even families, this gesture was welcomed 
as a way to lay the past to rest while honoring those 
who had fought on either side. 
   The first formal observance seems to have been on 
May 5, 1866, in Waterloo, New York -- President 
Lyndon Johnson recognized this as the "Birthplace of 
Memorial Day." 
   On May 30, 1870, General Logan gave an address in 
honor of the new commemorative holiday. In it he said: 
"This Memorial Day, on which we decorate their graves 
with the tokens of love and affection, is no idle ceremo-
ny with us, to pass away an hour; but it brings back to 
our minds in all their vividness the fearful conflicts of 
that terrible war in which they fell as victims.... Let us, 
then, all unite in the solemn feelings of the hour, and 
tender with our flowers the warmest sympathies of our 
souls! Let us revive our patriotism and love of country by 
this act, and strengthen our loyalty by the example of 
the noble dead around us...." 

until end of July before bringing them down to the society 
due to our storage capability. 
    Save the date for Saturday, June 25th. We will be hav-
ing our regular meeting at 12pm with a barbeque and car 
show provided by Over the Hill/San Diego Car Club. The-
se are vintage cars prior to 1950. You wonôt want to miss 
this event. 
   Our next general meeting will be May 25th at 7pm. Our 
guest speaker will be Marco Barron from the Border Pa-
trol giving us a history of the Border Patrol. Refreshments 
will be served. Look forward to seeing you all there. 

( Presidentôs Message continued from page 1) 

http://womenshistory.about.com/cs/holidays/a/memorial_day.htm
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