
Sponsors Wanted 

   The Lakeside Western Days Breakfast 

hosted by the Historical Society will be 
coming up on Saturday, April 24th. We are 

again looking for members to help sponsor 
the event. Hilliker's Ranch Fresh Eggs will 

provide the eggs for the breakfast.  

  
   The remaining items needing 

sponsorships are:  
  

Hams: $82.00  

Biscuits: $58.00  
Sausage Gravy:  $49.00  

Potato Patties: $39.00  
Orange Juice: $30.00  

Hot Chocolate and Milk (for kids) 

$8.00  
 

   Would you please give us a hand and 
help us out in this fundraiser event?   Please 

call Gordon Shackelford at 561-6323 to 
become an official Lakeside Western Days 

Breakfast Sponsor. 

òThese are not members of a historical 
society. They had never seen a 
museum or a memorial. They were 
just people, asking a poignant and 
universal question: òHow will we 
know itõs us without our past?ó We 
do not choose between the past and 
the future; they are inseparable parts 

of the same river.ó 

~ Author unknown  
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Presidentôs Message 
Janice Moon & Elaine Brack 

 
Hello everyone, Jan and I want to say that our first month 
as flown by so rapidly. We have so much planned for this 
year so things will be moving on very fast. 
   The Chili Dinner was a huge success (as 
usual). Everyone enjoyed the pots of chili.  Thanks to the 
ladies for very good food. A job well done by 
everyone.  The program was interesting and fun thanks 
to Grace Parrott. 
   We hope you check your calendars (from the last 
newsletter) to know the planned programs coming. Come 
and join us and bring friends or those who cannot drive 
anymoreé 
    The next major project is coming on February 27th at 
9:00 a.m. The Society needs a major house cleaning. We 
need fellers and gals to do this project. Please come and 
enjoy meeting and making new friends. Lunch will be 
provided. We hope to see you on Saturday. 

Take care of you, Jan and Elaine  

Published 10 times annually 

Welcome Our New Member  
 

 

Tom Isom  
San Diego, CA  

Fond Farewell to a Friend  
 

Dear Folks: 
 
   It is with deep sorrow that I inform you of the passing of 
my precious wife of over 52 years. Comfort Catherine 
Olsen, Nee Taylor, was born May 3, 1928 in San Diego 
at Mercy Hospital. She passed away at our home on the 
25

th
 of October, 2009. 

   Her father and mother had a chicken and egg ranch on 
Lakeview Road in Lakeside up until 1943. The family 
then had to move into San Diego to care for her 
grandmother who was in failing health. 
   Iôm enclosing a check in her memory to your historical 
Society to do with it as you wish. I have enjoyed reading 
your monthly articles, and the snap shots of Olde 
Highway 80. They bring back fond memories of bygone 
years of the back country. 
 

Just a country bumpkin, 

Howard H. Olsen, Jr.  



Nugget News 
Lakeside Historical Societyôs Archives Committee  

museum memos  
Lakeside Historical Societyôs Museum Committee 

   Since the last newsletter we have been super busy . . . 
we cleaned out the Bee Room and found some great 
information and old pictures (some on display in the social 
hall). Check them out when you are at the Society. 
   For those of you who visit McDonalds in Lakeside know 
that we have collected the display items and returned 
them to their proper places at the Society. 
   While moving things around we found the following 
story . . . Hope you enjoy it. 

 
Information and Story from Edmund Gibbs  

 
   In regards to the railroad crossing sign I left there [LHS] 
on May 29, 2007. 
   I believe I pretty well have the story of it correct, but 
might be mistaken on some aspect of it: 
   The sign was located at or near Foster when it was 
operating as the end of the railway. At that point people 
would continue on to the back country by what ever 
means they could utilize. A remote relative of mine, Frank 
Stocton, drove a freight wagon from there to the 
Montezuma Mines in what is now Ranchita, CA. 
   From what I have heard the Foster family operated the 
transfer operation with a family named Swycaffer. Jeff 
Swycaffer, who was a remote relative of mine by 
marriage, gave me the railroad crossing sign. Jeff was the 
postmaster at Santa Ysabel in later years. His mother was 
my fifth grade school teacher at Julian. His Grandfather, 
Jefferson Davis Swycaffer, was an old time rancher and 
pioneer in the Ballena area. Only one left that I know of 
from the Swycaffer family is Joe. He lives at the corner of 
Highway 78 and the old Julian Highway in Ballena. 
   Anyway, I had sign alone with many others at my ranch 
in Ranchita from 1969 to 2005 when we moved to Santee 
for health reasons and age to be closer to medical 
facilities. I, at that time gave the sign to a friend Patti 
Guerrero, a real estate person in Ramona. Upon visiting 
your Historical Society a month or so ago I decided to ask 
for the sign back for donation to your organization, which 
has been accomplished. 

Come View Our New Painting  
 

   Mae Foster was born in Watson, Colorado in 1885. 
Stuart Swink was born in Murat, Virginia. In 1912 Mae 
and Sturat were married. Several moves by the family but 
finally in 1927 Mae and Stuart purchased the four and 
one-half acre Chisholm property on the corner of what is 
today Lemon Crest Dr. and Winter Gardens Blvd. The 
family now included Edna, Edith and Carol. 
   Mae and Sturart were very active in many community 
activities  (see  Swink,  Mae  and  Stuart  biography  in 
Legends of Lakeside). In her fifties Mae began painting.  
   While sitting on her  porch she saw each day the 
beautiful mountains of Lakeside and they were to be one 
of her art works. She finished the lovely painting and 
enjoyed it until Dewey and Myrtle Buckel opened in 1940 
their "Rocky Home Dairy" on Winter Gardens Blvd. Mae 
presented Myrtle with the picture of El Cajon [El Capitan] 
Mountain. 
   The  lovely  painting  remained  in  the  Buckel  family 
homes until 2009 when Don Buckel brought to Edna 
[Swink Kouns] the picture painted by Edna's mother, Mae 
Swink. Don said the painting needed to come home to 
Edna, and to Lakeside. 
   Recently Edna asked if the Lakeside Museum would 
like the picture painted in the late1930's.You may now 
visit and view the painting in the museum bedroom. Also 
in the bedroom is a dresser used by Edna in her home on 
Winter Gardens Blvd. 
   Thank you Edna! 

Bringing wood for the furnace of  the Lakeside Community 
Church [now home of LHS] in 1928. Pictured on the wagon is 
Grace Wilkinson, Ena Conger, Adeline Phoenix, Mabel Kephart 
and Edna Swink. 

LEFT: A mountain freighter leaving Foster Station in 1890 for 
the gold mines in the Montezuma, Julian and Banner areas.  



 

Join us for the 1 st  annual  

LAKESIDE COMMUNITY 
CONVERSATION  

 

Tuesday, March 2 nd  
7:00 PM  

at the Lakeside Community Center  

 
Guest speakers include the San Diego County 

Sheriff Department, Lakeside Fire Protection 

District, Lakeside Chamber of Commerce, and 

the California Highway Patrol.  

 

Join your local officials and neighbors at 

the Lakeside Community Center  

 

Voice your concerns  

and take action regarding :  

 

Illegal Dumping  

Alcohol and Drug Activity  

Quality of life issues  

Abandoned Vehicles  

Public Safety  

Graffiti  

Gangs  

 

For more information contact: Alyssa Dean, 

Crime Prevention Specialist, Santee Sheriffôs 

Station  

(619)956 -4021 alyssa.dean@sdsheriff.org  

45
th

 Annual History Conference  
óUntold Tales of Public Safety and Serviceô 

 
Å Date: Friday, March 5 , and Saturday, March 6 , 2010 
Å Conference Cost: Only $25 ï Pays for attendance both days. 
Å Lunch: Friday and Saturday ï Buy lunch at area restaurants, on El Cajon Blvd., within walking or driving distance of 
the church. 
Å Time: 8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m. Both Days. 
The Congress of History of San Diego & Imperial Counties Invites You to Attend...  
Å Location: College Ave. Baptist Church, 4747 College Ave., San Diego. One block north of El Cajon Blvd. (in the 
SDSU College area) 
Questions? Call Helen Halmay at (619) 469-7283 

45th Annual History Conference of the Congress of History Registration Form  
 

Dates: Fri., March 5 & Sat., March 6, 2010 Å Reception at the Police Museum, Friday night, Mar.5, after the speakers. 
Conference Cost: Å $25 per person Å Seniors ï (65 or older) $20 per senior Å Students ï $15 per student 
Name (One Person ONLY per form): ________________________________________ 
Address: ______________________________________________________________Phone: (_____)____________ 
Organization (if any): ________________________________________Organizationôs Phone: (_____)____________ 
Conference Registration                                      ** Please make check or money-order out to ï Congress of History**  
Congress of History  
PO Box 1346, Lemon Grove, CA 91946 -1346 

MARCH 2010  

Birthdays  
 

     01   Geraldine Morrin 
     01   Danell Marks 
     02   Barbara Pruyne 

     03   Lynne McCleary 
     03   Patricia L. Heger 

     04   Mary Blanchford 
     04   Donna Fae Brunot 
     05   Jackueline Grobarek 

     08   April Langill 
     09   Dolores Gruner 

     09   Jerry Lester 
     09   Mike Atkinson 
     10   Velmalynn Magill 

     10   Sharon Smith 
     10   Carolyn Hamilton 

     11   Karen Kuhn Stephens 
     11   Nebel ñLeeò Perry 
     11   John S. Hansen 

     12   Tom Claycomb 
     12   Betty Held 

     12   Lois Sangster 
     13   Phyllis Smith 

     13   Ida Windress 
     13   Amadita Ames 
     13   Ruth Wolin 

     13   Leslie A. Reeder 
     14   Patty Ford 

     14   Jeanette Way 
     15   Margaret Tuitel 
     17   Shirley L. Vildibill 

     20   Sandra Melville 
     20   Pamela A. Ourand 

     24   Robert E. Webb 
     24   Joseph E. Horger 
     25   Beverly Wendt 

     26   Faye Mondy 
     27   Maryanne Vancio 

     27   Joan Buckel 
     27   Greg Cranham 

     30   Thelma G. Dunn 
     30   Dale Melville 
     30   Dana Jones 

     31   Donna Martens 
     31   Gay Reed 
 

Anniversaries  
 

     01   Lakeside Water District 
88years 

     01   Marjorie & Jerry Smith  

 52 years 
     05   Western Foundation - Shoring 

32 years 
     05   Carolyn & John Sandoval 

22 years 

     07   Elizabeth & Ronald Rowe 
59 years 

     08   De Anne & Rick Markle 
13 years 

     10   Barbara & Jim McCauley 

14 years 
     19   Elaine & George Bailey 

66 years 
     19   Lisa & Greg Smith 

28 years 

     26   Barbara & Terence OôRourke 
22 years 

     28   Danell & Jack Marks 
12 years 

     30   Gloria & Steve Dunkel 
36 years 

mailto:alyssa.dean@sdsheriff.org
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Name__________________________________________Phone_________________________E-Mail__________________________________ 
 
Address_____________________________________________________________City_______________________State_____Zip___________  
 
Spouseôs Name and Birthday_____________________________________________________Wedding Date_________Your Birthday_________  

 
Mail to: Lakeside Historical Society, 9906 Maine Ave., Lakeside, CA  92040 

$20.00 Per Person 
$35.00 Per Family 

$50.00 Business/Organization 
$200.00 Individual Life Membership 

  

 

Place mailing label here 

  

   The first paved road to make the rugged descent from 
Mountain Spring to the desert floor of the Imperial Valley 
was US 80. The completion of this narrow road 
represented a quantum leap in the ease of getting from 
San Diego to points east. Prior roads were little more than 
Indian paths converted into wagon roads. In fact, one toll 
road built in the 1850s and replaced by the paved road 
had slopes up to 30%. 

http://www.gbcnet.com/ushighways/80pics_d.html 


