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The Bostonia General Store  
Regis Rosner 

 
   As I was tying up my horse, Highball, to the hitching rail 
on the side of the old Bostonia General Store and Post 
Office. An elderly lady came over to the fence from her 
garden behind the store and called out to me. ñHi,ò she 
said, would you like to see the old theater?ò . . .  What 
theater I wondered? . . . 
   In 1946 old Highball and I would pass by the old 
Bostonia General Store twice a day, to and from Bostonia 
Elementary School, sometimes more if we rode with 
friends after school. Many of us would tie-up the horses 
[or the creature used for transportation] to the fence 
running on the west side of the school. There was plenty 
of tall grass for our animals to graze upon during class.  
   After school a number of us, Larry Manes riding his 
Indian paint horse; Ed Stalder on his horse named Boots; 
and a few others who had horses would ride to a horse 
ranch on the corner of Second Street and Madison 
Avenue. Madison was a dirt road then but Second Street 
was paved, it was a very narrow two-lane road shaded by 
large palm trees, olive trees and eucalyptus trees on 
each side of the street.  
   The ranch had a race track for horses and we would 
race around the track to exercise the horses; and, of 
course to see who had the fastest horse of the day. For 
an old quarter horse Highball did pretty good. When it 
started to get late we would ride for home to have supper 
with the family. 
   There were a number of things that caught my curiosity 
about the old Bostonia General Store. For instance, there 
was a large building attached to the back of the store that 
I always thought was a old tack room for riding stock in 
times gone by. Sometimes I would notice a strange flag 
flying from that back structure hanging out over the dirt 
foot path on Second Street.   One day I rode up and tied 
Highball to the hitching rail to go inside the store for my 
favorite Grapette soda. When a lady called out to ask: 
ñwould you like to see the theater?ò What Theater I 
wondered? ñYes, I would I said.ò She then led me 
towards the old back building and as we entered the side 
door, looked in and I couldnôt believe my eyes. It was an 
actorôs theater with a stage, and an American flag on one 
side and the California State flag on the other side. There 
were numerous old props, old bustle style dresses, along 
with large plumaged hats hanging on pole racks. The 
back of the stage was full of costumes. 

(Continued on page 2) 
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Yard Sale Coming Soon  
Betty McMillen 

  
   Our annual Yard Sale will be held the first weekend in 
August.  This has been out biggest fund raiser thanks to 
you for your wonderful donations. 
   Please start collecting and saving your stuff, junk and 
treasures for this event.  Remember "One man's trash is 
another man's treasure." 
   Items that sell the best are antiques, dishes, kitchen 
items, tools, fishing gear, collections, household items, 
furniture, small appliances, TVs, records, home decor, 
pictures, mirrors, costume jewelry and toys.  Clothing 
does NOT sell well. 
   We are short of storage space at the Historical Society 
so please keep your items until the end of July before 
bringing them to us. 
   We will need sales persons and helpers to set up the 
items, so let us know if you would like to give us a 
hand, we always have a lot of fun. 
   For information or donations please call co-chairwomen 
Betty McMillen 443-1133 or Nita Padilla  322-1971  or the 
History Center at 561-1886.  

Announcements  
Nita Padilla 

 
   Tours are resuming at the San Vicente Dam 
construction site. A limited number of seats are available 
for June 10. Call 858-926-4048 for reservations and other 
tour dates. 
   Our annual yard sale will be August 6 ï 7.  We are 
accepting household items now and they can be dropped 
off at the gift shop, Tuesday ï Saturday. We have major 
building expenses coming up in the near future. The bell 
tower roof needs repair and the church needs termite 
fumigation ($10,000+). We will work very hard to raise 
funds for these repairs and we thank you for your 
donations. 

LHS Calendar of Events  
 

JUNE 
26 

Picnic Social/General Meeting 
11:00 - 2:00pm at our Olde Community Church 

 

PLEASE NOTE 
There will be no LHS meetings in July & August  



Any fool can make history, 
but it takes a genius to write it. 

~ Oscar Wilde  

   As summer is fast approaching the Nugget Gang will be 
taking turns going on vacations and doing their 
thing.  Those of us who are still here will be busy 
continuing with the many projects that are under way. 
   If you are cleaning and find any old pictures or family 
s to r ies ,  PLEASE share  fo r  t he  fu tu re 
generations.  Contact the History Center (619-561-1886) 
and one of us will contact you. 

Did You Know?  
   The Woman's Club of Lakeside was celebrating a big 
birthday! They actually celebrated 100 years of 
community service in March of this year. One significant 
activity was a monetary gift to help build the VFW (War 
Memorial) building. 
   Congratulations and Happy Birthday to the ladies of the 
Woman's Club of Lakeside. 

A PICNIC SOCIAL  
 

JUNE 26, 2010  
 

$5.00 PER PLATE  
DONATION  

 
  THE REGULAR JUNE MONTHLY MEETING WILL 

NOT BE HELD ON MONDAY JUNE 21 ST. THE 

HISTORICAL SOCIETY WILL MEET INSTEAD ON 

JUNE 26 TH 

FROM 11 AM TO 2 PM . 
  FOOD SERVICE WILL BEGIN AT NOON WITH 

HAMBURGERS AND HOTDOGS, SIDE DISHES AND 

WATERMELON. DRINKS WILL INCLUDE LEMONADE, 

ICED TEA AND PUNCH.  

  PLEASE PLAN TO ATTEND THE LAST MEETING 

BEFORE THE SUMMER BREAK AND ENJOY A GOOD 

MEAL AND GOOD COMPANY.  

  RSVP WILL BE NEEDED TO MAKE SURE THERE IS 

ENOUGH FOR EVERYONE.  

 

PLEASE CALL (619) 561 - 1886 TO RSVP  
 

 Bring your friends!  

Nugget News 
Lakeside Historical Societyôs Archives Committee  

   There were rows of hard bench seats that could 
accommodate about 25 or 30 patrons. She silently 
watched me as I gazed at all the items within this quaint 
little theater. Finally she began to explain that the 
Bostonia General Store and Post Office was the old 
stage stop for the folks riding the stage out of Julian, 
Lakeside, through Bostonia then into El Cajon. On Friday 
evening once a month the local talent would perform; but, 
only when they could assemble all the actors together, 
her being one of them. On Friday they would fly a flag 
indicating a play would be performed that evening. The 
folks would come from all over to watch the show.  
   It was real nice of her to take the time to give me a 
personal tour through her little preserved theater. She 
was glad that she could show someone around who 
might remember not only her, but the memorabilia she 
had stored behind the Old Bostonia General Store. The 
performances happened around the turn of the century, 
35 years or so before I showed up in the mid-forties.  
   During this time frame the Cooper Family owned and 
ran the Bostonia General Store. Cleo Cooper was the 
Post Master. There was Beryl Cooper, Roy Cooper and 
the Stock Clerk was Carl Cooper. At one time Leland 
Barker was the owner of the store. [He also had a 
grocery store, Barker Bros., on Maine Street in Lakeside]. 
   Years later I forgot about that theater and lost track of 
that elderly lady . . . sorry to say I didnôt think to get her 
name. I started reflecting on the incident as they began to 
relocate the old store from the Bostonia location to a new 
location in Harbison Canyon. The store and theater 
became part of the old west town ñThe Big Oak Ranch.ò 
Later on it caught fire and burned down. Iôm sorry I 
missed the show finale, but glad to have met this local 
actress who led me on the grand tour of her fondest 
memories. 

Sometimes I think I was born a hundred years too late.  

(Bostonia  continued from page 1) 

 

Digital Camcorder Needed  

   The LHS is looking for a  donation of a 
camcorder. This is to help our Archive Department 
to document events and speakers. You generosity 
would be greatly appreciated. 



WILLIAM CHARLES AMES, 97  
  
   Born in Lakeside November 28, 1922, a descendant of 
Jesse Julian Ames, a pioneer of San Diego 
County,  passed away peacefully at home surrounded by 
his family on May 16, 1010. 
    William was a wonderful husband, father, grandfather 
and great-grandfather.  He is survived by his loving wife, 
Mary Ellen; daughter Patti Rogers and sons, Mike and 
Ron, sister Anna Ray, brother, Eugene; grandchildren 
AngelaVance,  Jennifer Garrow and Christopher 
Whiteside and six great-grandchildren. 
   Viewing was May 24

th
 at the Little Chapel of Roses at 

Glen Abbey Memorial Park in Bonita.  Services were held 
May 25

th
 at the same location. 

JULY 2010   

Birthdays  
 

     01   Joan Grattan 
     01   Elizabeth Rowe 

     02   Cindy Sullivan 
     03   Sr. Anna M. Meyer 
     03   John Callaway 

     04   Gertrude Davis 
     04   Meave S. Hall 

     06   Wyatt Allen 
     08   Steve Reed 
     08   Lois Jeanne Rattray 

     11   Leroy ñCokeò Foster 
     11   Bill LeClair 

     11   Dalene Garrett 
     12   Patricia Nielsen 
     12   Judy Taggart 

     13   William ñBillò Jenkin 
     14   Marjorie Hatcher 

     15   Rick Walker 
     15   Shirley Phillips 
     16   Margaret ñPegò Stewart 

     16   Robert Wray 
     17   Mary L. Neal 

     17   Jack K. Napierskie 
     18   Allene Savage 

     19   Janet D. Hillan 
     19   Andrea Canfield 
     19   Pennie McMahon 

     20   Scott Evans 
     20   Roger E. Howes 

     20   Catherine G. Hansen 
     20   Larry K. Owen 
     20   George J. Schaffer 

     21   Roger York 
     21   Clara Schock 

     21   Russell Kanady 
     22   Charles Kephart 
     22   Sandy Fisher 

     22   Tammy Brass 
     23   Sylvia Sturges 

     24   Janis Shackelford 
     26   Dr. John Robuck 

     26   J. Duane Palmer, M.D. 
     27   Sherry Golden-Reece 
     28   Dianne Jacob 

     30   Molly Burton 
     31   Claudia Taylor 

     31   Dr. Joseph W. Hansen 
     31   Roberta Callaway-Perry 
     31   Theodore W. Sherman 

Anniversaries  
 

     01   Lakeside Union School District 
87 years 

     01   The Grinder  
?? years 

     03   Claudia & Dick Denure 

47 years 
     03   Natalie & Richard Mates 

38 years 
     04   Teresa & Robin Jay Callaway 

19 years 

     07   Mary Jay & Bill Hockenberry 
54 years 

     07   Gail & Joseph Shields 
32 years 

     08   Sharon & Bob Clark 

43 years 
     11   Joan & Charles Kouns 

51 years 
     12   Karen & David Stephens 

30 years 

     13   Tina & Marvin Brady 
42 years 

     15   Bernadine & Francis Cooper 
21 years 

     17   Jennifer & Bill Jenkin 
6 years 

     18   Anne & Button Johnson 

51 years 
     20   Shirley & David Phillips 

?? years 
     20   Leanne & Bill Markle 

42 years 

     22   Eunice & Jim Nelson 
57 years 

     22   Joann & Gaylord Dutton 
50 years 

     22   Donna & Leland Swennes 

33 years 
     28   June & Carl Cooper 

38 years 
     31   Lee Ann & Jeffry Silvis 

34 years 
      

JUNE 2010   

Birthdays  
 

     01   Charles S. Kouns 
     02   Barbara Chipps 

     04   Scott Johnson 
     05   Yolanda Leyvas 
     07   Jean Mitchell 

     07   Al Allison 
     07   Ed Galusha 

     08   Eileen Carender 
     08   Lucille Landis 
     08   Carol Dew 

     08   Neal A. Schroeder 
     08   Russ Rodvold 

     08   Andrew Sander 
     08   April F. Dart 
     09   Joy Wray 

     09   Gene Anderson 
     11   Marcella N. Rice 

     11   Margaret Bright 
     12   Stan ñSandyò Anderson 
     12   Kenneth Lansdowne 

     13   Dede Smith 
     14   Ronald Scott 

     15   Edna Kouns 
     15   Florence Woods 

     15   Dorine Campbell 
     15   Lowell J. Burnett 
     15   Marilyn Owens 

     16   Henry G. Herms, Jr. 
     17   Duane Pillsbury 

     17   Richard A. Held 
     17   Terence Sanford 
     18   Judith S. Hixon 

     18   Mary B. Ruffin 
     18   Claudia Denure 

     21   Emily Wade 
     21   Marion Springer 
     21   Roy E. Brown, Sr. 

     21   Margaret Helt 
     22   Lisa Smith 

     23   Jeffrey W. Hixon 
     24   Bill Markle 

     25   Leon S. Herzog 
     26   John Slater 
     29   Anne Van Atta 

Anniversaries  
 

     01   Hillikerôs Egg Ranch 
55 years 

     05   Dixie & Ken Lansdowne 
56 years 

     05   Richelle & Mark Anderson 

17 years 
     08   Lyn & John McFarland 

38 years 
     09   Joan & Patrick Grattan 

64 years 

     12   La Vella & Richard Kalstrom 
56 years 

     12   Nancy & Russell Kanady 
53 years 

     12   Elaine & Chuck Brack 

28 years 
     14   Dee & Richard Besancon 

52 years 
     15   Alice & Lane Johnson 

54 years 

     16   Diane & Michael Angus 
42 years 

     17   Sandy & John Fisher 
38 years 

     18   Patsy & Eric Sarkela 
44 years 

     19   Winnie & Floyd Wilkinson 

61 years 
     20   Sally & Ken Merrill 

51 years 
     20   Geraldine & Richard Showalter 

51 years 

     20   Claudia & George Taylor 
18 years 

     21   Judith & Jeffrey Hixon 
?? years 

     21   Elizabeth & Kenneth Daignault 

40 years 
     22   Dee & Tom Prendergast 

54 years 
     23   Antoinette & Shay Smith 

9 years 
     24   Margaret & Don Bright 

44 years 

     27   Virginia & Alfred Adams 
40 years 

     28   Sheila & Regis Rosner 
58 years 

     28   Velmalynn & Art Magill 

57 years 
     29   Elizabeth & Robert Harding, Jr. 

?? years 
     30   Margaret & Chuck Berry 

7 years 

In Loving Memory  

MAZELL MAUDE (DILLENBECK) MCLEAN,  94  
 

   Mazell ñMazieò was born March 27, 1915 in Hagerman, 
New Mexico. She passed away February 10, 2010 in 
Simi Valley, California. 
   Mazie was a loving mother, grandmother greatï and  
great-great  grandmother. She is survived by son Jack Jr. 
and daughter Linda, three grandchildren,  eight great-
grandchildren, and  one great-great granddaughter. 
   Mazie requested cremation, her ashes spread at sea, 
and no services. Her wishes have been granted. 
 


