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Presidentôs Message 
Elaine Brack, Co-President 

 
   My goodness, summer is almost over and it is time for 
the Society to pick up with a bang! The first activity is our 
annual Spaghetti Dinner Night on September 27th at 6:00 
pm; so, mark your calendars to save the date for a fun 
filled evening at the Little Church. 
   The program speaker is Carol Craft, a LHS member 
who will be giving a presentation on the town of Stowe. 
This little town has some very interesting history. Come 
hear Carol Craft speak about this little town that not many 
of us know about. 
   Just recently Betty McMillen and Nita Padilla, co-
chairmen, held the LHS Annual Yard Sale. They put in 
many, many hours of work with the numerous volunteers. 
The members of the Lakeside Historical Society gives a 
big "Thank You" to everyone who worked so hard on this 
fund raiser; your efforts donated over $2700 to our 
Society! 
   I want to thank Betty McMillen for submitting my name 
to the Lakeside Chamber of Commerce as a candidate 
for "Citizen of the Year" on behalf of our Society. What a 
great honor for me. Many thanks to everyone for your 
continued support. 
   By the way . . . I WON! I hope you can come to the 
Chamber of  Commerce Center on the 13th of September 
at 6:00 to see me receive this great honor. 

   Talk to you next issue . . .   

Published 10 times annually 
 

Celebrating 10 Years On Web! 
Richard S. White 

 
   The Lakeside Historical Society is celebrating 10 years 
on the World Wide Web. Since I created our web site in 
August of 2000, we have had almost 19,000 visitors to 
our homepage. These visitors have not only been from 
San Diego County, but from locations across our Nation. 
We have even had visitors from Europe and as far away 
as the Russian Federation. 
   Our web siteôs guestbook is filled with wonderful 
memories of Lakesideôs past. The most recent guestbook 
entry is from a Lakesider who is now living in Carlsbad, 
California. This is their comments: 
   ñMy earliest historical memory of Lakeside over 70 
years ago brings me great joy, when my dear mother 
reached down under the surface of the water to rescue 
my younger brother (Frank) who had fallen face first into 
the lake from a small dock on the southern shore. We 
were feeding the ducks at the time. 
   ñNow, my brother still lives thanks to that day and he 
still feeds ducks too. Mother (Teddy) lived out her 91 
years in Lakeside; today, little sister Janet is on the board 
of the Lakeside Historical Society, making good things 
happen just for the beauty of it all. 
   ñMy compliments to all who work for the good of the 
Lakeside community. Great web site!ò 
   During this mild summer, I have given our Home Page 
a new look and added new pages and features. Included 
is all the LHS Newsletters I could find from 1977ð2010. 
If you have any of the missing or incomplete publications, 
please let me know by sending an email to 
info@lakesidehistory.org; or, call (619) 443-3616 and 
leave a message. 
   When you get the opportunity, stop by our web site at 
LakesideHistory.org and see what is new. 

 
òHistory cannot give us a program for the future, but 
it can give us a fuller understanding of ourselves, and 
of our common humanity, so that we can better face 
the future.ó 

~ Robert Penn Warren 

A Belated Thank You! 
Janis Shackelford 

 
   I missed the previous newsletterôs deadline and am 
now thanking all the wonderful volunteers who assisted 
with last Aprilôs Western Days Breakfast.  We served a 
record 182 breakfasts. 
   Our volunteers were Dixie Lansdowne, Donna Swink, 
Jean Angus, Barbara Pruyne, Karen Stephens, Mike 
Kaszuba, Nita Padilla, Nancy Nowka, Pennie McMahon, 
Barbara Hogue, Dori Campbell, Margaret Tuitle, Susan 
Brown, Bobbie Pogue, Molly Burton, Janet Hillen, Janice 
Moon, and Gordon Shackelford.  Hopefully I did not 
forget anyone.  Thank you all! 

Welcome Our New Members 
 

 
Marilyn Groff 
Corona, CA 

 

Dan Heyden 
Lakeside, CA 

 

Patricia L. Heyden 
Lakeside, CA 

mailto:info@lakesidehistory.org
http://www.lakesidehitory.org


   Community character and folk hero, Otto Marcks, has a 
granite stone monument dedicated in his honor on the 
Lakeside Middle School campus (formerly Riverview High 
School and later replaced by the Lakeside Junior High 
School in 1951) on Woodside Avenue. 
    Upon Otto's passing in 1938 the Lakeside Chamber of 
Commerce, citizens and organizations funded the 
monument because Otto was considered to be a 
dedicated friend to Lakeside students and the 
community. The gray stone monument holding a flag pole 
was carefully erected in a prominent place in front of the 
auditorium and office. The marker on the monument 
reads. ñ Dedicated to the memory of Hugo Otto Marcks, 
Citizenship, He lived for others, 1876-1938.ò 
   Otto served as clerk of the Board of Trustees for the 
Lakeside Union School District for nearly 25 years.  He 
and his wife, Ottilie, owned and operated a general store/
market on Sycamore Street for many years.  According to 
96 year old, Edna Kouns, who graduated from 8

th
 grade 

in 1928, Otto helped many folks during the depression by 
allowing them to have groceries and supplies even when 
they could not pay for them. 
   Recently the Lakeside Middle School has been making 
plans to remodel and update the school and the thought 
of moving the monument had been discussed. The 
Lakeside Historical Society inquired about the rumor of 
the demise of the monument and set up a special 
meeting with Todd Owens, the Director of Maintenance, 
for the school district. 
   According to Todd, Woodside Avenue will be widened 
to accommodate a new water pipe, the school, which is 
already short of parking spaces will loose at least 12 feet 
all across the front of the campus.  They need to increase 
the parking lot toward the East. Since the flag pole 
monument is in the way they propose to move it to the 
West end of the parking lot. They are inquiring about the 
feasibility of picking it up in one piece for a move or 
dismantling it to be moved rock by rock. 
   According to Marcella Williams, a former student at the 
school, there was a time capsule placed in the monument 
by Lakeside students and citizens. Items were placed in a 
glass lined metal container for   citizens to find in the 
future. Steve Mull, now the Principal of LMS, is a history 
buff at heart and his eyes gleamed as he talked about 
having a special event to unearth the time capsule with 
the community joining in. 
   Near the flag pole monument a huge pine tree 
struggles to survive. Otto Marcks had a hand in helping 
Mrs. Wilkensen bring the little tree to Lakeside and plant 
it at the school . . . ñso the children of Lakeside would 
have a Christmas Tree.ò Many school events were held 
around that tree. Back in the old days folks could not just 
go down to the local mall to buy a Christmas Tree, so 
they would often go to the river bottom and cut a branch 
and bring it home to decorate with handmade ornaments. 
That is why Mrs. Wilkensen wanted to purchase a ñrealò 
Christmas tree for the children. Principal, Steve Mull's 

vision also includes a ñTree Lightingò event for the 
community to pay tribute to the huge Pine tree. 
   Over the years several Oak trees were planted by 
students in the front yard of the school. One tree was 
planted to honor Edna Koun's Father, Stuart D. Swink, 
who passed away in 1960. He loved kids and was a well 
liked friend and supporter of the students and attended 
many of their ball games and events, they wanted to 
honor him as well. 

Hugo ñOttoò Marcks 
October 26, 1876 - January 30, 1938 

Betty McMillen 

Hugo ñOttoò and Herbert Marcks 

Riverview High School with flag pole behind students. c.1940ôs 



 

The Lakeside Historical Society 

presents its annual 
 

Spaghetti 

Dinner 

Night 
 

Monday, 6:00 p.m. 
 

September 27, 2010 
 

$10 donation 
per person 

Guest speaker Carol Craft 
 

òThe Town of Stoneó 
 

Reservations: 
Please call 561-1886 



The Lakeside Historical Society 

Proudly presents the 33rd annual 

 

Lakeside Heritage Day Luncheon 
 

òThe Heart of the Community, Our Service Organizationsó 

An event to honor and remember the many clubs and service groups that brought people 
together and shaped the community of Lakeside 

 

Saturday, October 30, 2010 
At the Olde Community Church 

9906 Maine Avenue, downtown Lakeside, CA 

 

11:30 a.m.  

 

Come early for social and view the history display on Grossmont High School, 
and Clubs:  Remember the Womanõs Club of Lakeside, The Royal Neighbors of 
America, Lakeside Improvement Club, the Lakeside Sportsman's Club, the T.N.T. 
Club, Lakeside Masons Lodge #760, Jobõs Daughters Bethel #309, Optimists, and 

many, many more. 

 

Catered lunch will be served at 1:00 

* 

Tickets are $15 per person 

Reservations are required due to limited seating by Oct. 22 

Please call (619) 561-1886 
 

33rd Annual Lakeside Heritage Day Luncheon 



Harry Spence 2010 Citizen of the Year Award 

Betty McMillen & LHS Board 

   Our candidate for Citizen of The Year Award is Elaine 
Brack, and active member of the Lakeside Historical 
Society, Lakeside School District, Las Donas Past 
Presidents Club, Bostonia Women's Club and 
Southern District of Women's Clubs. 
   Elaine moved to Lakeside 1957 and graduated from 
Grossmont High School in 1959. She has always enjoyed 
the small town feel of Lakeside. 
   She is now President of the Lakeside Historical Society, 
which she joined in 1989 as a life member. Elaine is 
chairman of the building restoration and grounds 
maintenance committee. She is also our successful Grant 
writer which helps us with our continued preservation 
efforts of the 114 year old historic Olde Community 
Church of Lakeside. 
   Elaine is currently very active in the Las Donas Past 
Presidents Club and Bostonia Women's Club, and is now 
serving as California Federation of Women's Clubs as 
Photography and Literature Chairman. She is also the 
Parliamentarian of the Southern District, which includes 
17 clubs within San Diego County, as Vice President of 
Programs, Membership, 1st Vice President and 
President. In the early years she was the President of 
Women's Club of Lakeside and held many offices of the 
Club. 
   In years past, before becoming the Lakeside Historical 
President, Elaine served for years as our Archivist with 
her and committee members gathering materials from 
various sources which helped grow our collection of 
scrap books to well over 300. These books hold the 
histories of the community of Lakeside and surrounding 
areas. Folks come from other state and countries to do 
research in our History Center. She is having the archival 
collection put on CDS for future preservation. 
   Elaine served as our Historical Society Treasurer for 
over 15 years, keeping detailed accounts of the many 
fundraisers the Society hosted in order to support the 
operating costs of preservation. She was also in charge 
of various fundraisers which included The Heritage Day, 
aka Home Town Reunion, Chicken Pot Pie Dinners, and 
Holiday Home Tours. You could find her acting as docent 
to Social Clubs and Adult Education tours, and 100's of 
young school children as they come to the Historical 
Society during Christmas Walking Tours of Lakeside's 
Historic District. In 1989 Elaine served on the successful 
committee to purchase the historic Olde Community 
Church from the Presbytery; the mortgage was paid off 
within three years thanks to the hard work of the 
fundraising members. 
   Elaine was on the founding committee of the Lakeside 
Museum which now displays antiques and collectibles 
from Lakeside pioneer families. 
   Prior to retiring from the Lakeside Presbyterian Church 
as their Secretary, Elaine was an active volunteer, 
mopping floors, greeting guests, Superintendent of 
Sunday School, Public Relations, Wedding Coordinator, 
and Funeral Coordinator. She was co-chair of the Youth 

Groups and Church Camps. Later she became the 
Secretary of the Lakeside Presbyterian Pre-school. 
   Elaine helped at the Lakeside School District, as an art 
judge for the PTA and School District. She was on the 
committee appointed by the Superintendent to find a new 
use for the soon to be closed Eucalyptus Hills School 
Campus. It is now being used as a school for the handy 
capped children of the area. Elaine has been a Traveling 
Historian, giving speeches about Lakeside's past in 
classrooms wearing her period costumes. She also has 
been a Grandparent in the classrooms to help assist 
students and teachers. 
   Elaine joined the Woman's Club of Lakeside in 1992, 
holding many positions from Membership Chair to 
President. She also co-founded the Children's Art 
Festival in 1993 which progressed from 60 entries that 
first year to now over 1000 pieces of art which comes 
from all the Lakeside Public Schools. 
   During her child rearing days in Lakeside, Elaine was 
active in Girl Scouts and lead troops starting with 
Brownies through Junior Girl Scouts. She was also Troop 
Coordinator and Life Member for many years. 
   Over the years she and her family hosted 25 exchange 
students, some spending two weeks, some the whole 
summer, and some the whole school year . . . all this 
while being a working Mother. 
   Three years ago Elaine helped resurrect the defunct 
Santee Historical Society, she now serves as their 
Treasurer and guides them along creating their archives 
and helps them find their history which had been lost. 
   Elaine Brack is a deserving volunteer who should be 
recognized for her hard work in the community of 
Lakeside and surrounding areas, she is the perfect 
example of a Citizen Of The Year. 

[I{ IƻƭƛŘŀȅ IƻƳŜ ¢ƻǳǊ 
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млŀƳ - нǇƳ 

 

CƛǾŜ ōŜŀǳǝŦǳƭ ƘƻƳŜǎ 
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Nugget News 
Lakeside Historical Societyôs Archives Committee  

ñI had to walk six miles in the snow, 
up-hill both ways, to go to school!ò 

Cathy Hansen 

 
  The "Olde Schools Committee" is currently researching 
the first five schools in the Lakeside area. These include 
FOSTER SCHOOL which opened in 1879, EL CAPITAN 
SCHOOL (Blossom Valley) in 1888, LAKESIDE 
GRAMMAR SCHOOL in 1890, LAKEVIEW SCHOOL in 
1894, and EL MONTE SCHOOL in 1915.  
  Do you have any pictures of these schools, activities in 
which the students participated, or pictures of the children 
who attended these schools? Pictures of the children do 
not have to be taken at the school. Please look through 
your photos and share with us. Perhaps write to a relative 
or friend who has moved from the area and ask them to 
research their files. We will make copies and return the 
originals to you. 
  It would be wonderful also if you would share the stories 
you remember hearing about your family or neighbors 
going to these schools. Fritz Hartung has a great story 
about children walking from El Monte to the El Capitan 
School in Blossom Valley. We will be including it in our 
report.  
  Committee members who would be happy to hear from 
you are: Cathy Hansen  at 561-5859, Edna Kouns at 561-
1190, Mike Kaszuba at 561-8730, and Allene Head 
Savage at 443-1603.  

   Over the Summer members took vacations, but the 
work continued . . . Cathy Hansen, Edna Kouns and 
some of the Nuggesists have been working on a 
presentation for the 90th Anniversary of Grossmont High 
School. If you are a graduate of Grossmont, they are 
putting together an entire day of actives including 
information from our own Archives. The date is 
in September. For further information regarding the 90th 
celebration, call the Society (619) 561-1886. 
   Recently, we received more photographs of a 
gentleman and another of the same gentleman with a 
lovely lady. They will soon be hanging in the 
store. Please look at them and if you recognize them, 
please share with the Nugget Gang. 
   Also, one of the members found the following speech 
given by Edna Kouns in 1988. We thought it might be 
interesting to everyone . . . 
"Madam Chairman and Honorable Board of Supervisors: 
   "I'm speaking on behalf of the Lakeside Historical 
Society making an appeal for $40,000 from the 
Community Block Grant funding to further the restoration 
of Lakeside's second oldest building, built in 1895. It is 
the old Community Church on Main and Parkside. It was 
used as a church of all denominations and meeting place 
of all community activities for 40 years. It hasn't been 
used as a church since 1960 and won't be in the future. 
   "Because it is listed as an alternative on the information 
you received from your staff, I would like to elaborate. 
   "Since June 28, 1986 with donated money, materials 
and labor (no grant, or funding except from individuals) 
we have restored the manse, which pays our rent, taxes 
and insurance, so that all monies donated goes into the 
actual restoration of the Old Church. We have cleaned 
out years of junk; stripped old plaster and paint, 
reinforced foundation, required rewiring, re-plumbed, 
installed fire retardant sprinklers in the building, made 
rest rooms accessible for wheelchairs, built new ramp in 
back of building, put two coats of paint on the outside, 
repaired and re-set the bell; replaced and glazed most of 
the windows, replaced stained glass windows that were 
broken, stripped most of the pews and large doors, 
plastered and painted kitchen areas and research rooms, 
installed new sink and kitchen cabinets, installed fans, 
lights, carpets in three rooms, reroofed entire building 
including the bell tower, lathed sanctuary and fellowship 
hall in preparation for plastering, plastered (under cost) 
and have about 1/4 of the finish color coat on. 
   "We still need to: Complete the sprinkler system to the 
main water line on opposite side of street, re-installation 
of the existing doors in order to meet code, install 
concrete sides walks and ramp for handicapped, re-do 
the front steps for safety's sake, paint interior and another 
coat on outside, purchase light fixtures, repair floors, 
refinish pews and doors, carpet stage, and do more 
landscaping. We have donated labor to do most of this 
but not the money for materials. 
   "During the two years we have shared the building with 

many groups such as Lakeside Community Services 
Association, Revitalization Co., Housing, Planning Group, 
Design Review, Women's Club, Save Our Heritage, Girl 
Scouts, Community Grant Block Program, 50th Wedding 
Anniversaries, Memorial Services, Bazaars, Home Town 
Reunion, and Lakeside Historical Society fundraisers. 
Several recreation classes held each day of the 
week.  Girl and Boy Scouts have toured and many 
students and adults have come to research information 
on our town's history. 
   "We have approximately $138,000 in the restoration. 
   "We would appreciate your consideration of this project 
under the Community Development Block Grant Funding. 
Thank You.ò 

Old Lakeview School c.1910 
Lakeview closed in 1920, and pupils either then attended Lakeside 
District schools, or El Cajon Valley schools. The school was bought by 
Wellington Hoover and is still used as a residence, though it has 
changed hands many times. 



 

Lakeside Museum Hours 
 

Saturday only 
11:00 AM ï 3:00 PM 
and by appointment. 

90
th
  Anniversary Celebration 
September 25

th 

Cathy Hansen 
 
    Grossmont High School (GHS) is celebrating 90 
years . . . 1920-2010 on Saturday September 25

th
, 2010 

at the High School. Join with family, classmates, 
neighbors and friends of the community to celebrate the 
90 years of Educational Excellence, Traditions, History, & 
Memories that are Grossmont High School. 
   Welcoming events at the Old Gym will commence at 
10am and include the Red Robe Choir mini concert, GHS 
Cheerleaders and the Hall of Honor Induction Ceremony.  
  The dedication of the Class of 1916 Fountain at 
11:30am will be followed by the unearthing of the Original 
Cornerstone. Edna Kouns will represent the Foster 
Family as Arthur B. Foster was the first President of the 
GHSD Board and very instrumental in the founding of the 
district. 
   The GHS Museum will be open at 12:30pm as well as 
the library where you will find the Lakeside Historical 
Society display. Tours will begin of the Old Main and the 
Royal Regiment Band and Color Guard Drum Line will 
have a half time show. La Mesa Historical Society will 
present Grossmont through the Decades. 
   Classrooms and buildings will be open for visitations. 
Plan to greet retired teachers and administrators. Decade 
Booths will be on campus and a car show until the 
Campus Celebration which closes at 4:00pm. 

In Loving Memory 
 

CARL COOPER, 79 

 
   Carl was born November 20, 1930 and died in April of 
2010. He was a Life Member (#274) of the Lakeside 
Historical Society. 

   Gerald (Jerry) L. Smith was born in 
Lakeside January 17, 1942; passed 
away Wednesday, August 4, 2010. 
   Born and raised in Lakeside, the son of 
Louis and Ella Smith, he was a lifelong 
resident of Lakeside whose passions 
were Jeeping and being with his 

GERALD "Jerry" LOUIS SMITH, 68 

WILLIAM "Bill" LeCLAIR, 85 
 

   Bill was born in Springfield, Mass., July 11, 1924, and 
passed June 15, 2010; he was raised in New York City. 
Bill enlisted in the Navy at age 17 and served in World 
War II, Korea, and Vietnam and retired after 23 years. 
   Services at St. Patrick's Church in North Park, 3585 
30th St., at 9:00 a.m. on Thursday July 1st. Reception 
followed interment at Greenwood Cemetery. 

Published in San Diego Union-Tribune on June 30, 2010 

vegetables in her organic garden and loved to share her 
produce with friends and neighbors as well as donating 
veggies to the Christian Help Center. 
   She was a longtime member of Our Lady of Perpetual 
Help Church, volunteer docent at the Lakeside Historical 
Society and member of the River Park Project. Rose was 
a very generous person who loved holidays and family 
gatherings. She valued faith, family and friends. During 
her last weeks, family and friends shared fond memories 
with her. Rose passed away at home in Lakeside with her 
loved ones and pets by her side. Her family is grateful to 
the kindness of Sharp Hospice and would like to express 
a special thank you to Denise Beernick her long time 
special friend who helped care for her until the end.  
   Rose is survived by her two daughters, Sandy McKay 
and Bambi Schulman; grandson, Dale McKay; brother, 
Gilbert Charbonneau; sister-in-law, Ann Gilbert and son-
in-law, Steven B. Schulman. 
   The family held a Memorial Service to celebrate her life 
at Our Lady of Perpetual Help, 13028 Lakeshore Drive, in 
Lakeside, CA, on August 23, 2010 at 11:00 a.m. 

Published in San Diego Union-Tribune on August 22, 2010 

   Our dearly beloved Mother, Rose Marie 
Gilbert, passed away on August 12

th
 after 

a long struggle with cervical cancer. Rose 
was born at home on the farm in Olga, 
North Dakota, on October 30, 1938 to 
Marianne and Armand Charbonneau. She 
has resided in San Diego since 1962. 
Rose took great pleasure in growing 

ROSE MARIE GILBERT, 71 

grandchildren. His greatest gift was the ability to bring 
laughter to everyone's life. 
   He is survived by his wife of 25 years, DeDe Smith; his 
children, Cindy King, Brian Smith, Danny Smith and Sam 
Smith; his stepchildren, Deborah Harp, Billy Aldridge, Jim 
Aldridge and Lori Green; his 22 grandchildren and 13 
great-grand-children. The Rosary was on Thursday, 
August 12, 2010, at 6:00 p.m. at Our Lady of Perpetual 
Help in Lakeside. The funeral was held at OLPH on 
Friday August 13, 2010, at 10:00 a.m., immediately 
followed by the burial at El Cajon Cemetery. 
   Memorial donations may be made to San Diego 
Hospice Foundation in memory of Gerald L. Smith, 4311 
Third Avenue, San Diego, CA 92103 or online at 
www.sdhospice.org. 

Published in San Diego Union-Tribune on August 9, 2010 
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